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A place with chemistry: the new
exhibition at the Deutsches Museum uses high-tech
HIMACS walls
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Over 10,000 exhibits at the Deutsches Museum in Munich attract around 1.5 million
science and technology enthusiasts year on year. High-tech is a point of pride — and
that is particularly obvious in the newly designed chemistry exhibition as well, with
especially impressive HIMACS Solid Surface material walls that gleam in radiant Alpine
White.

The newly designed chemistry exhibition is divided into three large sections, starting with
historical laboratories from the Middle Ages, followed by an experimentation area with a
hands-on lab and auditorium. The third section comprises a large exhibition hall with visually
engaging stations that demonstrate the importance of chemistry in everyday life; from
cosmetics and nutrition, to leisure, sport and construction.

The new permanent exhibition was planned by renowned architectural firm Ambos &
Weidenhammer from Munich. The basic concept of the design is to cleanly divide the massive
world of chemistry into individual stations separated by cylindrical walls. The layout allows
visitors to concentrate on each station without being distracted. They do not need to have any
prior scientific knowledge. Rather, the chemistry is explained in simple terms. Exhibits, text
and interactive elements bring historical developments or modern products to life. Many of the
exhibits are unique, like the famous nuclear fission table with original equipment. This is where
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Otto Hahn, Lise Meitner and Fritz StraBmann performed their experiments with uranium salts,
leading to the first fission of an atomic nucleus in 1938.

The HIMACS design seamlessly follows the thematic concept

The individual stations and their cylindrical walls made of HIMACS Solid Surface material draw
in visitors both aesthetically and with their interesting subject matter. Fascinating shapes
routed into the double-walled structures invite visitors to immerse themselves in the molecular
world of each station. The ability to see through to the other side sparks curiosity, drawing
passers-by in to explore. The designs on the solid surface material walls are aligned to the
respective theme of each station: for leisure and sport, for example, the walls feature an
abstract microscopic image of plastic fibres, while for cosmetics, round, bubble-like shapes
cover the walls, reminiscent of a foam bath.

Especially noteworthy is the nutrition station, which has the microscopic structure of an
eggshell on its walls, a surface that could not be finer, more surprising or complex. It was a
real challenge for the Solid Surface material and its workmanship. The implementation called
for specialists: for this project, it was Kaorling Interiors GmbH & Co. KG from Dortmund, who
worked with Georg Ackermann GmbH from Wiesenbronn to bring the HIMACS Solid Surface
material into the right form.
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‘We really enjoyed the project,’” says Joachim Lutz, Commercial Project Manager at Georg

Ackermann GmbH. ‘It called for much more than a standard solution. We relied on our
expertise especially where the dimensions of the exhibition walls were concerned, both in
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terms of the design, programming and data preparation beforehand and the installation of the
final elements on site.” As usual, HIMACS made light work of even this project. The material
is as durable as stone but as easy to work with as wood, allowing for extremely fine shapes
to be routed cleanly into the exhibition walls with immaculate precision.

The Solid Surface material made of acrylic, minerals and pigments can be thermoformed into
three-dimensional shapes, creating smooth, non-porous, seamless surfaces and meeting
even the highest standards of aesthetics, durability and hygiene. That is why many renowned
architects, like Zaha Hadid and David Chipperfield, rely on HIMACS in their projects. DIN and
EN standard certificates also confirm the low flammability of HIMACS, making the solid
surface material ideal for use in public spaces like museums, where fire safety takes high
priority. Moreover, many of the HIMACS colours meet the Oddy test criteria, which is crucial
in the museum sector, especially for display cases that hold sensitive or historical exhibits.

The result is impressive, as the exhibition curator Susanne Rehn-Taube reports. “The design
with its semi-enclosed stations proves a hit during tours. Visitors and museum experts like the
modern interpretation of chemistry. They praise the unique design, which is really shaped by
the cylindrical walls.’

The exhibition will certainly last quite a while. After all, HIMACS is especially durable and long-
lasting, making it ideal for spaces with lots of public visitors and heavy use. What looks great
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now will continue to look great in future. And that remains true for more than just the Deutsches
Museum in Munich.
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PROJECT INFORMATION

Project: Chemistry exhibition, Deutsches Museum, www.deutsches-
museum.de/en/museume-island/exhibitions/chemistry

Location: Munich, Germany

Design: Ambos & Weidenhammer Architekten, Munich, www.a-w-architekten.de
Material: HIMACS Alpine White S028, www.himacs.eu

HIMACS fabrication:

Kdrling Interiors GmbH & Co. KG, Dortmund, www.koerling-interiors.de

Georg Ackermann GmbH, Wiesenbronn, www.ackermanngmbh.de

HIMACS elements: Exhibit walls

Photos: © Stefan Miller-Naumann

HIMACS. Because Quality Wins.
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HIMACS Solid Surface

www.himacs.eu

HIMACS is a solid surface material that can be moulded into any shape. It is widely used for architectural and
interior applications, such as sculptural and high performance wall-cladding or kitchen, bathroom and furniture
surfaces, in commercial, residential and public space projects. It is composed of minerals, acrylic and natural
pigments that come together to provide a smooth, non-porous and visually seamless surface which meets the
highest standards for quality, aesthetics, fabrication, functionality and hygiene — offering manifold advantages over

conventional materials.

HIMACS provides limitless possibilities for surfacing solutions and inspires creative minds from all over the world.
Zaha Hadid, Jean Nouvel, Rafael Moneo, Karim Rashid, Marcel Wanders and David Chipperfield, among

others, have completed fabulous projects using HIMACS.

At the forefront of innovation as always, LX Hausys recently introduced two new products. First HIMACS Ultra-
Thermoforming, an innovative formula that pushes the boundaries of solid surface shaping to a whole new level,
with 30% more thermoplastic capabilities - the biggest innovation for the Solid Surface history since its inception in
1967. Now, HIMACS Intense Ultra, combining the characteristics from two disparate worlds: Intense Colour
Technology and Ultra-Thermoforming.

HIMACS uses a simple heating process to give three-dimensional thermoplastic forming capabilities, allows
visually seamless designs, offers a virtually limitless range of colours and — for some shades - exhibits a special
translucency when exposed to light. Although HIMACS is almost as robust as stone, it can be worked in a similar

way as wood: it can be sawn, routed, drilled or sanded.

HIMACS is manufactured using a new generation technology, the thermal cure. The temperature reached during
the manufacturing process sets HIMACS apart from other solid surfaces and creates a denser, even more

homogeneous, sturdy, durable surface — with a better resistance and superior thermoforming performance.
HIMACS does not absorb humidity, is highly resistant to stains, and is easy to clean, maintain and repair.

Countless internationally recognized certificates attest to the quality of HIMACS in terms of ecological commitment,
hygiene and fire resistance — being the first Solid Surface in the market to receive the official European Technical
Approval (ETA) for fagades — for Alpine White S728 colour.

HIMACS offers a 15-year warranty for products fabricated by a Quality Club Member.

BECAUSE

QUALITY

WINS

HIMACS. Because Quality Wins.

For more information and to stay connected, visit our website and our newsroom.

Let’s connect!
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* HIMACS is designed and produced by LX HAUSYS (formerly LG Hausys), a world leader in the technology
sector belonging to LX Holdings Corp.
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