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A sculpture-like flying roof and an extraordinary entrance in  

HI-MACS® for Hanse Merkur 

 

Architects Wasfy Taha and Fionn Mögel from Querkopf-Architekten were assigned with 
the task to create a new face for Hanse Merkur company in Hamburg.  

What the architects found at the existing building near the Dammtor train station was an 
inconsistent "architectural mix".  

The offices of this traditional company are located in the historic old building "Haus Wedells", 
which consists of a structure from the 90s and a glass atrium. An extended entrance hall 
was used to create the link between the different eras, while making a dramatic architectural 
statement.  

The architects from Querkopf-Architekten decided to devise the entrance as a sculpture, 
architecturally merging the "past" and the "present" into the "future". This is not only reflected 
in the futuristic design but also in the chosen material: the New Generation HI-MACS® solid 
surface material. 
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The architects deliberately thought "outside the box" and designed the entrance hall as an 
expressive continuation of the glass atrium into the urban space. The basic shape of the 
entrance is a rectangular pavilion with a six metre continuous glass façade and a full glass 
ceiling stretching over six metres without any supports. There are no pillars inside the 
structure; steel beams are used to transfer the load to the façade mullions. The construction 
process was complicated, as an underground car park had to be taken into consideration in 
the structural analysis.  

Flying roof offering an overwhelming sense of space  

 

The powerful aesthetics and optical alignment of the building towards the South-West are 
achieved with the superimposed HI-MACS® roof which looks like a sculpture on top of the 
glass pavilion. It spreads asymmetrically towards the South-East, in the direction of the 
entrance, standing out by six metres at an acute westward angle. On the north side, the roof 
develops into a façade: two diagonally tapering "fingers" reach down to the ground here, 
creating the "spine" of the building.  

"The flying roof offers an overwhelming sense of space. It gives the impression of absolute 
weightlessness", says architect Wasfy Taha. "This visual lightness is created by the shape of 
the roof on the one hand. But the material also plays a key part. The shimmering soft 
appearance of HI-MACS® acrylic stone creates this visual effect", explains Querkopf partner 
Fionn Mögel. Until now, the architects have been using the solid surface material mainly for 
bathroom or office equipment in indoor areas. Its versatile characteristics inspired them to 
use it in their Hanse Merkur project. Thanks to its resistance to weather and UV radiation as 
well as its general durability, this new generation material, consisting of 67 percent natural 
minerals, 30 percent high-quality acrylic and 3 percent colour pigments, is frequently 
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becoming the material of choice for outdoor areas, as it not only meets the requirements but 
exceeds them by offering additional design benefits.  HI-MACS® offers thermoformability 
and a seamless finish. This means that there are no limits in terms of shapes. Each façade, 
roof or any other object looks flawless once finished. At the same time, very large formats 
can be created without affecting the stability of the structure. 

Approximately 100 panels with the greatest possible dimensions 
 
This very effect was also achieved with the extended roof of the Hanse Merkur entrance hall. 
The roof not only makes a lasting visual impression but also has a practical function by 
providing shade inside the pavilion and protecting the driveway from rain. 

The sculpture-like roof consists of a shell made up with 100 solid surface material panels 
seamlessly attached to a steel and wood substructure. The individual parts are joined to 
ensure a seamless finish of the structure after its completion, with the exception of drainage 
and expansion gaps. As with conventional façades, the 12 mm HI-MACS® S728 panels in 
Alpine White are mounted using clasps and BWM rails. The sophisticated planning process 
and structural analysis were developed by the solid surface experts at Likoo in close 
cooperation with the architects. They also fabricated the HI-MACS® panels and facilitated 
the installation on site.  
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Interior design picks up on the formal language of the sculpture-
like roof 

 
The entrance hall with its extraordinary roof provides the link between two very different 
architectural styles and various outdoor areas in the overall building ensemble. The south 
side bordering on the old building at a 90 degree angle only reveals the glass façade. It 
takes a back seat for the benefit of Haus Wedell and even reflects it. At the same time, it 
opens up the building to the main traffic and visitor stream, offering a view into and out of the 
building. The north side on the other hand is facing a park and the classical punctuated 
façade of the 90s structure. "This is the really exciting part of the pavilion", says Wasfy Taha. 
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"The protruding and receding peaks and edges of the roof and the down-reaching "fingers" 
create an exciting dynamic."  

The design of the generous interior also flows into the overall concept. "A HI-MACS® desk 
picks up on the formal language and the dynamic of the sculpture-like roof. It reflects the 
shape inside the building. Even its alignment will conform to the lines of the building", the 
architects explain. 

PROJECT INFORMATION: 

ENTRANCE HALL HANSE MERKUR HEADQUARTERS 

BUILDER:  

Hanse Merkur Grundvermögen AG 

LOCATION:  

Siegfried-Wedell-Platz1, Hamburg, Germany 

CONSTRUCTION PERIOD:  

October 2015 – September 2016 

DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION SUPERVISION:  
Querkopf Architekten GmbH, Wasfy Taha, Fionn Mögel  

www.querkopf-architekten.de  

HI-MACS® work / installation / carpentry work:  
Likoo / Betriebsgesellschaft GmbH 

likoo.de   

MAIN WORKS (steel construction, façade, roof):  
Buthmann Ingenieur-Stahlbau AG  

www.buthmann.de   

MOUNTING SYSTEM:  

KEIL Befestigungstechnik GmbH, Engelskirchen 

www.keil.eu  

MATERIAL:  

HI-MACS®-FR Alpine White S728 (12 mm) 

www.himacs.eu  

PHOTOS:  

© Dominik Reipka Fotograf 

DRAWINGS:  

Querkopf Architekten GmbH 

More information and images available at: 

www.himacs.eu/newsroom  
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HI-MACS® by LG Hausys 
www.himacs.eu 

HI-MACS® is a solid surface material that can be moulded into any shape. It is widely used for architectural and 

interior applications, such as sculptural and high performance wall-cladding or kitchen, bathroom and furniture 
surfaces, in commercial, residential and public space projects. It is composed of acrylic, natural minerals and 

pigments that come together to provide a smooth, non-porous and visually seamless surface which meets the 

highest standards for aesthetics, fabrication, functionality and hygiene – offering manifold advantages over 
conventional materials. 

HI-MACS® provides limitless possibilities for surfacing solutions and inspires creative minds from all over the 
world. Zaha Hadid, Jean Nouvel, Rafael Moneo, Karim Rashid and David Chipperfield, among others, have 

completed fabulous projects using HI-MACS®, from kitchens to bathrooms, including decorative items, in hotels 

as well as in museums, shopping centres and on external façades.  

LG Hausys’ HI-MACS® uses a simple heating process to give three-dimensional thermoplastic forming 

capabilities, allows visually seamless designs, offers a virtually limitless range of colours and – for some shades - 
exhibits a special translucency when exposed to light. Although HI-MACS® is almost as robust as stone, it can 

be worked in a similar way as wood: it can be sawn, routed, drilled or sanded. 

HI-MACS® is manufactured using a new generation technology, the thermal cure. The temperature reached 
during the manufacturing process sets HI-MACS® apart from other solid surfaces and creates a denser, even 

more homogeneous, sturdy, durable surface – with a better resistance and superior thermoforming performance. 

As regards hygiene, HI-MACS® does not absorb humidity, is highly resistant to stains, and is easy to clean, 

maintain and repair. 

Countless internationally recognized certificates attest to the quality of HI-MACS® in terms of ecological 

commitment, hygiene and fire resistance – being the first Solid Surface in the market to receive the official 

European Technical Approval (ETA) for façades – for Alpine White S728 colour. 

HI-MACS® offers the longest warranty on the solid surface market with a 15-year warranty for products fabricated 

by a Quality Club Member. 

 

For more information and to stay connected, visit our website and our newsroom. 

Let’s connect! 

        

 
* HI-MACS® is designed and produced by LG HAUSYS, a world leader in the technology sector belonging to LG 
Group, and distributed by LG HAUSYS EUROPE based in Frankfurt (Germany). 
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